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we’re here to support it. Now in our 5th year of 
operation, District Hall continues to be a bustling daily 
workspace, a unique event venue, and a civic 
gathering space and platform for Boston’s innovation 
community. 

2017 was our busiest (and best!) year yet - we 
expanded our programming, increased the number 
and diversity of events in our space, and saw an 
increase in the usage of our public workspace, 
including pop-ups and demos from local startups. We 
are looking forward to an even busier and more 
impactful 2018 – thank you for being a part of our 
community! 

- The District Hall Team

District Hall is Boston’s home for innovation: a mission- 
driven and collaborative event venue, free public 
workspace, and programming hub designed to bring 
the community together and foster the idea that 
anyone can be an innovator. A program of the not-for- 
profit Venture Café Foundation, our mission is to 
create impact for Boston-area entrepreneurs through 
our spaces and programs. 

District Hall opened as the result of a collaborative 
public-private partnership in 2013, and has become a 
lively hub for innovators from all demographics and 
around the world looking to take their ideas to the next 
level.We believe that innovation is for everyone, and  

NEW  AND  IMPROVED  PROGRAMMING

In 2017, we expanded our internal programming to offer more opportunities to build skills, share resources, and foster 

connections in specific areas of the innovation ecosystem. Our community expressed a desire for more informal ways to make 

meaningful connections and share their ideas on an individual level. Our new programming was designed to address those 

needs. Visit bit.ly/dhprograms to see what's coming up.  

Pop-ups and Demos
Budding startups, organizations, and institutions often lack opportunities to demo their ideas 

and concepts in an informal way. Our pop-ups + demos program provides a space to 

showcase work, obtain real-time, candid feedback, and foster networks of creativity and 

collaboration in our public workspace. 

Community Coffee Series
Community Coffees bring together stakeholders across subsectors of the innovation 

ecosystem for informal roundtable discussions designed to create meaningful connections 

across industry and community silos around shared interests.. In 2017, we hosted 

community coffees focused on civic technology, urban design, and food innovation. 

Skills Workshops
Early stage ventures often lack the resources and time to participate in personal and 

professional development critical to successful growth or don’t know where to find those 

resources. Our skills workshops cover topics from women’s leadership to website 

development in collaborative, hands-on sessions. 

Office Hours
Business advice from an experienced mentor can be crucial when starting out and often is 

a challenge to find without the right connections. Our Office Hours program eliminates 

barriers to these conversations and connects experts with aspiring entrepreneurs and 

innovators for free, one-on-one consultations. 

Community Tours
For those curious about what we do and unsure of where to start, District Hall offers free, 

weekly, public community tours. Come learn more about District Hall’s history, our unique 

business model, what resources we offer, and how you can become more connected to 

the innovation community. 



District Hall is a hub for gatherings and events that trigger 
creativity, inspire innovation, motivate entrepreneurship, 
catalyze action, expand interdisciplinary collaboration, solve 
problems, and create the relationships that drive the innovation 
economy in Greater Boston.

EVENTS

“I felt empowered to pursue my mission by District Hall. I don't necessarily 
consider myself an entrepreneur (although I've been a freelancer for 12 years!), 
but at every step along the way, I felt supported and empowered in the idea 
of launching this series and following my vision.”  

- Diana Levine,  
Photoshoot for a Cure 

Shown here: 
Attendees of District Hall's 4th 
Birthday Party and Fall Cafe Night 
learn more about local fitness 
startup Grounded Warrior.

1,000+ events hosted 
45,000 event and programming attendees
800+ innovative events  
$1.1 million donated in in-kind event space 
500+ events received discounted or waived site-fees 
20% increase in events from 2016  

2017 BY THE NUMBERS

Unlike typical co-working spaces, District Hall’s public meeting and workspace has no 
membership model, requires no commitment, and is free. It’s open to the public on weekdays on 
a first-come, first-serve basis -- ideal for entrepreneurs, tiny startup teams, freelancers, and 
more. Every week, hundreds of people work out of our Lounge, utilizing the free WiFi, writable 
walls, flexible seating, and fuel from our on-site café, Brew. 

THIS YEAR...

THE LOUNGE

We hosted 12 different pop-ups for local startups and community groups to demo their 
products and interact with our community 
An estimated 50,000+ people worked, collaborated, and brainstormed in the Lounge's free 
public workspace 

WHO WAS HERE?

Social entrepreneurship was represented in 30% of events
Creative industries hosted 33% of events 
Multi-sector collaborations occurred in 78% of events  
Community was a focus of 62% of events

'14-'17: 
$4 MILLION 
DONATED
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Many thanks to our generous sponsors and partners:


