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INNOVATION

IS FOR

EPHONE

ABOUT US

EVERYONE.

(Yes, that means you.)

What are we? Good question.

" District Hall is a not-for-pfofit civic innovatiin
center public workspace, and eventvenu
designed to inspire innovation, build
community, and make your ideas&appe

District Hall is the world'’s first free-standing public innovation center: a dedicated civic
space for the innovation community to gather and exchange ideas.

The innovation community exists all
over the city: in incubators, coworking
spaces, labs, private networking events,
and offices. More often than not, these
resources exist in high-rise buildings,
behind closed doors, through security
desks — but this physical network is often
difficult to find.

Boston’s District Hall takes a different
approach. Itisasingle story building with an
iconic shape, a restaurant, coffee shop, and
public, drop-in meeting space. Everything
aboutthebuildingis designedtosendaclear
message: come in and connect with us.

District Hall’'s unique character is defined
by its civic nature and public purpose. It is
a hub for gatherings and events that trigger
creativity, inspire innovation, motivate
entrepreneurship, and catalyze action to
drive the innovation economy. District
Hall operates programs and resources to
support entrepreneurs and innovators,
foster collaboration, and build a strong,

supportive, and accessible innovation
community in Greater Boston.

At District Hall, we believe that innovation
is for everyone. It is not just for tech
startup founders or VCs. It is for dorm
room entrepreneurs working in food tech,
nonprofit and civic leaders innovating
public housing, and local artists teaching
design classes to urban youth. Innovation
is happening all around us, and our
mission is to ensure that everyone with an
idea has the tools to become a successful
entrepreneur or innovator.

Now in its fourth year of operation,
District Hall continues to be a bustling
daily workspace, a unique event venue,
and a public gathering space and platform
for Boston’s innovation community. 2016
was our busiest year yet, and we are
looking forward to an even busier and
more impactful 2017 hosting events
and continuing to provide resources for
Boston’s innovation community.
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District Hall is not your average event space. It was designed to o
help innovators get together to grow their ideas, collaborate, 38 A) INCREASE
in event requests

and connecttoalarger community. There are spaces to support
from 2015 to 2016

all kinds of creative event formats: everything from off-site
brainstorm sessions to cocktail receptions, from hackathons
to award ceremonies, from annual meetings to dance parties. 120+
It is a hub for gatherings and events that trigger creativity, public events
inspireinnovation, motivateentrepreneurship, catalyze action,

expand interdisciplinary collaboration, solve problems, and

create the relationships that drive the innovation economy in

Greater Boston.

ow’s Annual Retail Event, an opportunity for real esrzﬁgfess.(gna/s and developers to corﬁﬁi‘sct
] rends for gaieed use projects, February 2016.




DISTRICT HALL

DISCOUNTS + SPONSORSHIP

In 2016, District Hall provided event

$1,600,000+ Total value of events discounts and sponsorships for nearly
half of events we hosted, resulting

_$600,000+ Fees charged in over $1M in in-kind support for the
Value of innovation community.
a
’ ’ discounted space
$1,000,000+

Through space rental discounts, District
Hall is able to leverage our impact and
make our space more accessible for the
entire innovation community.

District Hall makes considerations for
space rental discounts based on the
following criteria:

.,r':lin.l,;'rh..\. [1 Event Mission: Events and gatherings
= Iﬁr-.f"“'; :}.’:E:'g that help make connections, grow
s H new ideas, and build an inclusive and

supportive innovation community

[] Organization type: Events and
gatherings held by community and
innovation focused organizations (non-
profits, startups, etc.)

[] Free for attendees: Events that do not
charge attendees for access

[] Public: Events that are open to the public
and can be listed on District Hall’s public

\ ? calendar
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At Café Nights, we ask members of our community to define what innovation means to them.
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Leadership development startup
Intelligent.ly hosts their Exchange
Programs at District Hall, providing
workshops for emerging leaders at
rapid-growth companies to build a
community of leaders in Boston.

erof what we’re
i when we
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SPARKING CREATIVITY

The creative economy is a crucial component
of our community: from designers to artists
to musicians to architects, District Hall
continues to be an inspiring and versatile
space for creative events.

350/ of events involved
O Ccreative industries

Youth Design’s ‘Take Action’ Design Competition, July 2016

CREATING CONNECTIONS

District Hall is a community hub: our space is
desighed to foster collaboration, communication,
and the open exchange of ideas. We believe that
progress happens at the intersection of multiple
industries, identities, passions, and fields of

knowledge.
490/ of events involved
o multiple sectors
1 60/ of events had international
o connections Opioid Epidemic Challenge Summit and Hack-a-thon,

September 2016

SOCIAL IMPACT

Boston’s social entrepreneurship community
has grown monumentally over the last
decade, with businesses and nonprofits alike
working to address social and economic
issues in Boston and around the world.

270/ of events addressed
: l O social entrepreneurship

Social Innovation Forum: Solutions for a Sustainable
Community, June 2016




DISTRICT HALL

ENGAGING COMMUNITY

District Hall sits at the intersection of the
public and private sector. From working groups | ol ®

with the City of Boston to national nonprofit } s & '.l(,
conferences and retreats, people are putting ' :
civic engagement at the forefront of innovation. _ | " . i Week

of events were hosted by
55% government_, non-proflts,
or community groups
Mass Innovation Nights Women Founder’s Night + Boston’s
Women Entrepreneur Week, October 2016

ADVANCING TECH

Technology is a cornerstone of innovation across
all sectors: from robotics to the internet of things
to more sustainable manufacturing processes,
technology is integral to human progress.

of events involved
420/ facilitating techolog
o and building the tec

community

Boston Chamber of Commerce: Connecting to Opportunity in
the Internet of Things, November 2016

“District Hall is a public, ground-

level, accessible space - it’s truly a _ P s
physical representation of how we ' . il y \
best interact with people. We want L5 £

to foster a creative, inclusive outlet

to approach problem solving, and

District Hall is the perfect place to do

that...The ethos of this space really

captures the philosophy of being a

public innovation space.”

— Cathy Wissink, Senior Director,
Technology & Civic Engagement,

.
Microsoft New England

The Furniture Trust: The 6th Annual Eco-Carpentry
Challenge, April 2016
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hundreds of peop’re"come through
the Lounge, utilizing the free WiFi,
€ walls, and flexible seating.
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COLLABORATIONS

District Hall isa platform forideas, connections, and collaboration.

In addition to our events and public workspace, our space is a platform for members of
our community to showcase new ideas, start conversations, and build relationships. These
ﬁop-ups and collaborations are as diverse and varied as the sectors where innovation is

appening in Boston: from pop-up retail to large-scale art installations, from educational
exhibits to a full apartment unit, District Hall is a place where ideas are born, developed,
and explored. We are reimagining the potentials of versatile, dynamic public space.

SOCIETY OF
ARTS + CRAFTS

During the Society of
Arts + Crafts’ transition
to their new location in
the Innovation District,

District Hall hosted a

pop-up shop to create
new connections in the
community, feature

local artisan crafts, and
highlight the importance
and potential of art in the
innovation economy.

CITY OF
BOSTON

After the relaunch of the
Boston.gov website in
July 2016, District Hall
hosted a 3-dimensional
public exhibit in our
Lounge exploring the
City’s citizen-facilitated
design process and
highlighting the City’s
commitment to digital
fluency, accessibility, and
civic innovation.
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STREET
PIANOS

District Hall participated
in Celebrity Series of
Boston’s second Street
Pianos exhibit, featuring
60 outdoor, public pianos
around the city decorated
by local artists. District
Hall’s piano was painted
by local Fort Point artist
Claudia Ravaschiere.

UHU

The uhl (urban housing
unit — pronounced yoo-
hoo), a 385-square
foot prototype compact
prefabricated dwelling,
designed to start a
conversation about
smaller, more efficient
living in Boston, found a
home at District Hall as
part of a city-sponsored
roadshow exhibition.

ARTISTS FOR
HUMANITY

District Hall partnered with
Artists for Humanity, a

local nonprofit that trains
Boston urban youth in art
and design, to create a
monumental cityscape mural
of Boston in our Assembly
Space. Artists for Humanity
has also provided illustration
services for dozens of
events at District Hall on our
writable Ideapaint walls.
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CAFE NIGHTS

In 2016, we launched our Café Nights program at District Hall. These resource-packed
events are modeled off the Thursday night events at our sister site, Venture Café Kendall,
which hosts the largest innovation networking event in New England.

Café Nights are free, public events that include a variety of panels, workshops, interactive

activities, office hours, and open networking. These events are an opportunity for the
innovation community to build connections, exchange ideas, and gather knowledge.

Café Nights are intended to be a resource for all innovators — and we believe that an
“innovator” is anyone with an idea. From office hours with experienced mentors to panels
with local startups and civic leaders, Café Nights offer innovators and entrepreneurs the
opportunity to strengthen and grow wthin Boston’s flourishing innovation community.

OFFICE HOURS

A key program of the Venture Café Foundation, Office Hours connect experienced mentors
and industry experts with aspiring entrepreneurs and innovators for free, one-on-one

sessions geared towards resources and advice to help their ideas succeed.

4L 650+

CAFE NIGHTS ATTENDEES

PROGRAMMING
HIGHLIGHTS

Connecting GE Ventures to the Boston Startup Community
Building Your All Star Team with The Tech Connection

How to Run a Social Impact Hackathon with Code for
Boston

Product Roadmapping with General Assembly

Break into Startups with MassChallenge

Bridging the Gap: Social Justice, Design, and Civic
Engagement with BRIDGES Foundation

From Parking Lots to the Innovation District: The Growth
and Development of Boston’s Waterfront

Expoloring Opportunities in Big Data Systems + Analytics

20

PROGRAMS

OFFICE HOURS
EXPERT AREAS

Fundraising + venture capital
Business development

Sales + financial organization
Biotech development
Operational strategy
Marketing strategy
Enterprise and SMB software
Cleantech

User experience

Retail and distribution

Food startups



t our October Café Night.
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\/> VENTURE CAFE At the Venture Café Foundation we believe anyone with an idea

FOUNDATION has the potential to be an innovator, and that innovation is present

everywhere. Our vision is to create a network of empowered

individuals and communities who feel confident in their ideas and

have the resources to achieve them. By providing spaces, programs, and connections, we can
strengthen our local and global communities to tackle problems with creative solutions.

DISTRICTHALL VENTURE CAFE KENDALL ROXBURY INNOVATION STARTHUB

CENTER
The Venture Café Foundation
One Broadway 14th Floor
District Hall Cambridge, MA 02141
75 Northern Avenue
Executive Director, Boston: __
Boston, MA 02210 . ‘ District Hall
Kevin Wiant
+1 617 982 3213 kevin@vencaf.org @DistrictHall

www.vencaf.org @DistrictHallBoston



